A Brief History of Huwion Churrh

Prepared and Bead by B. A. LaBur at the Gentennial
Celebration May 29, 1910,

One hundred years ago, tradition tells us a little company of de-

vout men and women were wont to gather in the grove on the rocks
near the old Fulkers 1 -+, ving, some four hundred yards from where
we gather to-day,
*'The groves were God's first temples,
Ere man had learned to hew the shaft,
And lay the architrave, and spread the roof above them
Ere he framed the lofty vault to gather and roll back the sound of
anthem.
In the darkling wood., amidst the conl and silence he knelt down, and
offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks and supplication
Fit shrine for humble worshipper to hold communion with his Maker.""
Looking back through one hundred years ot tempest and sunshine
we see that old pieture.  For their names we must wait till we are
permitted to read them from the Lambs" Rook of Life, yvet we know
them for their works do follow them, They are gatherea for miles
arounid, Thov are hunery for the Beead of Lite, Some of them are
members of old Salem ehure heir pattor Dantel Beown, Edmund
Beariten . @ f 1hea < gent of God to nroclnim the kinmg-
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lem church for Bro. and r Swan to be their dencor In answer
Salem RAVS - We think the n 1 t reasonable uni
with Bro. and sister Swar
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to joir 'm in a Union Meeting in October 180 In 1826 Union
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rother that wishes to withdraw from the church and join the anti-
mission party that went off from Little River Association From
these references we see how closely allied these two bodies wers
from 1505 to 1585, the first thirty vears of thewr history,

A GLIMPSE AT CONDITIONS IN 1510
When 1'nion church was beginning thers wir but
church in all this eouuty thut was Salem, the mother chureh.
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pénr on our regords in 1332 Sully Haynes, Sally Hodge, Abel
Teaoue, Patsy Teague and William Buckley. William Buekley prob.-
ably the first pastor, as he appes to have been the “mover'” in or-
ganization. He wasg bornin Wordford eounty Tennessee, Ordained
to preach in 1507, About 1520 he moved to this place and united with
this church After a few years he moved to Caldwell county. He
was regarded as one of the most able and effective preachers of his
time. [t is said he baptized 115 persons in one church during 1818-19,
He was greatly esteemed in Little River Assuciation as appears from
his being Moderator from 1521 to 1825, and again in 1833 when the
split came. His closing days however were clouded. He pgoes with
the Anti-Missionaries, and was finally silenced from preaching on ac-
count of drunkeness, (He was great grand father of the writer of
this sketch.)

The next pastor was probably AbelTeague as he appears as still
a member of the church and oceasional Moderator until 1837, He

reached the Introductory sermon before Little River Association in
836.

Eld. Willis Champion appears as the next pastor. The May Min-
utes 1836 says: A discourse was delivered by Bro, Willis Champion.,
We appoint our communion season quarterly, April, June, August and
October. In June 1835 a Brother is excluded for intoxication. On
motion we take into consideration the propriety of building a8 new
meeting house. Bros,, Belus Boaz, Peyton Hodge and Samuel Wil-
born are appointed a committee. and they draw subscriptions and
procure subscribers, and so soon as a suffiicent amount can be raised,
they proceed forthwith to employ some one to the building of said
house, as has been described {:y the church. Evidently that was the
second house that stood in what is now the cemetery west of the one
we are in to-day. It was not completed however till 1837,

The September meeting of 1K35 took up the resolution that ways
proposed by the Association, that the churches contribute for itiner-
ant preaching. Seven dollars and twenty-flve cents were given. Mo-
tion that Brother Graces' liberty to preach be extended to the ends of
the earth. The July meeting 1536 petitions Bro. Grace to take the
pastoral care of the church. He served till February 1837 when the
church appointed Bro. Robt, Hodge and Belus Boaz to look around and
know if there can be one obtained. They report in April that they
can obtain Jas. W. Mansfield if they will ehange time of meeting.
He serves them from 1K37 to 1841. This appears as a period of great
prosperity in the church. Their new house is finished and the old
one torn down, Additions are noted hy baptism or letter almost every
meeting. The church refuses to help itinerary preaching as requested
by the Association, In October 1839 *  ‘*o=n fiherated James
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Ramer to exercise his gifts in the bounds of this and adjoining church-
es if invited. On request of the Association they say:- We think 1t
not expedient at this time to join the General Association. Deec. 30,
1837 is appointed a day of prayer, thanksgiving and praise, The As-
sociation meets with them again in 1341, Of their pastor, Jas. W.
Mansfield, Spencers History says:- He was the pastor of New Bethel
church twenty-five years. When Little River Association divided in
1833 most of the older mimsters went with the Anti-Mission l:mr't .
This left the churches in great destitution. Toremedy this evil, hﬁr'
Mansfield regularly supplied several churches with monthly preaching
on week days, till the Lord raised up young preachers to take chafa
of them. is gifts were practical rather than brilliant. He was de-
voutly consecrated to his holy calling, He received small compensation
vet earnestly advocated Misgions, education and temperance reform.
He was greatly sueccessful in winning souls to Christ.

In December 1841 a committee of Union church metat Mt. Pleas-
ant near Berry Ferry aud received fourteen members. In April 1842
these with others are given letters of dismission to constitute a church,
Joel E, Grace, Colin Hodge, John Boaz, wWillilam Terry, John Terry
and Peyton Hodge are appointed as helps in that orgamzation. Jan,
1842, Eid Joel E, Grace is ealled to the pastoral care of the church.
March 1842, a committee is appointed to examine the treasurer office,
sixteen cents is reported on hand. The same meeting liberated Colin
Hodge to exercise his gifts in the bounds of this church and if request-
ad in Crittenden, Livingston and Caldwell counties. He preached his
first sermon in Union church May 1542 and his widow, who is with us
to-dav. tells us he was arranging to commemorate his fiftiethanniversa-
ryin the,ministry by preaching here from the same text May 1802,

In July zister Elizabeth Hodge present s a bathing wrapper to the
chureh and nt her death wills the chureh twenty-five dollurs, This is
the mother of Ell. Colin Hivdge, Soon after this the church presents
Bro. Grace the pastor a bavtismal suit of ¢lothes. Thirteen join the
church as result of meeting of davs. These were perhaps among  the
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church unanimously agreed to the ordination of
Colin Hodge and appointed Saturday before the third Sunday in May
or him to be ordaine), the meéting to commence on Friday before
the Counsil consistin Eiders James Mansfield, Clayborn Wilson
wind Willis Champion Tanuary 1554, just as the meeting was dis-
missed, Brethren Colin Hodge and J. Millet came and proposed preach-
ing in the evening ¢ meeting eontinued nine days, Bro, Grace
the pastor came and a Jdoor was opened to receive members, Nine

were baptized.

Reptember In48, met and adjourned from day to day through its
tracted meeting, assi-ted by Elders Colins,. Hodge and Champion,
teen wore admitted to the chureh. We have two sisters only re-

muining with us to tell of the great revivals of 1845 —46.  The fullpw-
mber Elder Grace resigned, after five years of faithful effec-
vork, i which t ' flourished as a tree planted by the

* waters, bring forth fruit in her season.
| lre met with the church and aceepted
1547, the churech requested the
sionary Benevolence, the nsso-
v of the churches to the religious
. unte this time very little attention had been
toomission w i—indeed they felt there was plenty in

11 OWn bounds,

About this time a great trouble arose in tbe church, continuing
some two years, Twentv-{eur are dismissed by letter and exclusion.
They now number only 8=,

March 1845, the church again ealls Elder Joel E. Grace, and he
accepts.  In July in response to the request of the Association they
say:—We have no objection to constituting a Minister and Members,
but rather recommend such a measure to the Association, In October
1539, the church enjoyed a gracious revival Fifteen additions.
Through 1550 and 57 we note additions almost every meeting. August
k5T the letter to the Association is read and received. #1030 is sent to
Home Missions, the lirst noted in the history of the church. They
contribute regularly after this.

September 1857, the church passed the following resolution:
Whereas Dr. Stephens has delivered two discourses at Providence on
Baptism in which he has advanced doctrine and made assertions as we
helieve contrary to the Bible, Therefore Resolved, that we request
Elder Colin Hodge to present the truth according to the Bible, in that
neighborhood, either by publie discourse or debate with Dr. Stephens,
whichever he may think best caleulated to advance the cause of truth.

December 1352, the meeting of days was attended by the pastor
and Bro. Green and a part of the time by Bro. Hodge, during which
the work was mightily revived. Seventeen were added to the church
followed by others through the year Again in 1853 they had a great
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¢ 1858, a presbytery congisting of Elders Grace and Hodge
am Threlkeld and B, W. Barnes as deacons and Milton L.

to the Gospel Ministry.
1857, the rule:—Call for the peuce of the church wa

o U'nion meeting was held with

07, These meetines were quarterly, and occasions
lavs were

Wari

voters, . Bro mimpion continues

ur | Fller lsane Me-

however 15 one ol the most prosper

About ifty were baptized, Bro. B.

ise his miniateral eifts and ordained

v anil Deboe as pre suylery Lhe pastors
to eighty doilars per year,

March 1=66, a committesa is appointed to raise funds for building
new house of worship, June 1866 Elder Isane MeMurry accepts tne
pustoral cace of the church. The building committee are auhorized
to o forward and miuke contracts for the building, J. A. Daivdson,
D. W. Carter, Sr., E, H. Tavior, W. H. Franklin and W. J. LaRue
are the committee. September 1870, the church resolves to build a
brick house fifty feet long, thirty-eight feet wide and fourteen fee
between floor and ceiling.  We are in that houge today, having spen
sume eight hundred dollarsg in repairs and improvements recently.

I'he building did not absorb all their attention however, for we
find the church enjoying gracious revivals and in gatherings during the
five or six vears of the building., Elder Isaae MeMurry was the faith-
ful pastor during this huilding period. He was greatly esteemed for
his piety and upright living.

January 1871, Elder Colin Hodge again becomes the undershepard
A bhurdensome debt is hanging over them. Who has not heard of the
drouth of 747 2573 yet to be raised and a crop failure! Yet we read
October 1874 the meeting continued twelve days, when twenty-four
put on Christ in baptism, amung whom was T, C. Carter, our pastor
today.

Of the pastor Colin Hodge I hesitate to write. Such sacred mem-
ories! Such holy ground! Many of us today hear his voice, feel his

resence, see his tears, know his love. Though departed yet speaking

have heard the great and near great of our day and times, Eut for
sulpit eloquence and power, none have impressed me as did Colin

odge, the preacher of my childhood days.  His biography says:—He
was converted in his 26th year. In 1841, on his way to a horse race he
met the people returning from Unionchurch where they have just closed,
a meeting und this thought occurred to him, ‘‘As we are going now, so
will it be in the end.”” He became pungently convicted of his sins,
and witndrawing a bet he had made on a horse race, turned his atten-
tion to the affairs of his soul. This alone is rich reward for all those
years of toils and prayers. Perhaps those fathers were disco ed
and thought their meeting a failore. Only three or four joined that
year. But their going home that day was used of the Lord to arrest
this young man yet breathing out threatening against the disciples of
the Lord. And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales,
and he received sight, and arose and was baptized, by Elder Jas. W,
Mansfield into the fellowship of Union church, a chosen vessel to pro-
claim the unsearchable riches of Christ to the multitudes that gladly
heard him.

Bro. Hndge continues pastor until February 1883, when the church
reluctantly accepts his resignation, offered on account of his failing
health. The records show this one of the brightest eras in the history
of the church. Many revivals and ingathedings are noted. Its mem-
bership is now more than 200, having almost dgrlbled in ten years.

Closelgindentiﬁed with this t work and a great factor in it was
Elder B, W. Barnes of bl memory. While he was never pastor
of the church, he was truly the pastors helper and true yoke-fellow in
all the work of the church. He was most effective in revival work, a
winner of souls. His earnest entreaty, his faithful warning, weeping,
sow;mg precious seed, brought forth abundant harvest of precious
souls

e same meeting which accepted the resignation of Colin Hodge,

. 1 e
ordained, the presbytery consis of Elders Hodge, Gibbs, Herfy,
Blackburn, Traylor and Ogleby. m’ﬁu same month at a call meeting he
was called to take pastoral care of the church. The church greatly

ed. Mission work advances. Bro, Sidney A. Childress is a
icentinte. He and the pastor hold successful revivals not only in the
church, but at Columbia Mines and Childress school house.

The church joins the Ohio River Association. Bro. Carter resi
December 1886, having served three years., The next meeting Elder
Colin Hodge is again called and accepts. Sidney A. Childress is or-
dained, the presbytery consisting of Elders Hodge Henry and Carter.

January 1888 the church called Elder J. S. Henry. n April Bro.
Henry accepts and continues with the church as pastor three years.
The church moves g dll' on in its missions of blessing the world
under his leading hand. issions and benevolences are coming more
and more a feature in the work of the church.

May 1891 the church is requested by Cave Spring church to ordain
Bro. E. M. Eaton to the full work of the ministry. The request was
cheerfully granted the presbytery consisting of Elder Carter, Gibbs,
Franks and Henry.

December 1501 Bro. Henry resigns and Elder E. B. Blackburn is
called and accepts the care of the church and continues four vears,

Bro. G. 8. Summers is ordained December 1584, _

January 1806 the church receives a request from Cave Spring
church for the ordination of R. A. LaRue, The request is granted.

March 1898 Elder J. S. Henry again accepts the care of the church
and continues vntil December 1904 when Elder T. A. Conway was
called.  Bro. Conway accepted as supply until May 1006, when Elder
W. R. Gibbs was ealled and continued with the church until December
1908 when Elder T. C, Carter was again called and continues with us
today,
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Castoria is a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Para-
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contains neither Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotic
substance. Its age is its guarantee. It destroys Worms
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Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep,
The Children's Panacea—The Mother's Friend.
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“*All the News All the Time”

[ the motto of the Courier. - It carries the full As-
sociated Press reports, the greatest news gathering
association in the world, supplemented by a host of
special correspondents at all important news eenters,
Marlket Reporis Complete and Correct
Npecial effor e are made to make our market reports
canplete and reliable,

To seenre the above offer, simply make your re-
mittance any day between Oct. 10th and 20th, Money
may he sent by check, express or postal money or-
der. We will aceept subscriptions outside of Evans-
ville, o1 from towns where we have no local agents at
this rate.

No renewal orders accepted at this rate unless
subscriptions expire in October.

ADDRESS ALL LETTERS TO

Circulation Dept., The Evansville Courier
EVANSVILLE, IND.

‘It is the ONLY English newspaper published in Ev-
ansville that you can get by mail the same day it i8
printe.l. "
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Owner can claim same by calling
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ESTRAYED FOR SALE

all good land. Address,
A. B. GRIFFIN

Z.T. TERRY,
Marion, Ky, R, 4 Box 28

180 acres, half mile of Hurri-

cane Campground near Tolu.
tray one buck sheep, marked|140 acres of which is in high

with crop and split in left | state of cultivation, balance
and over bit in right ear.|good timber. No buildings, but
orchard. This land is known as
the Elisha White farm and is
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